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BY « HARLES LIST.
| the fower shine
there have growa, - -
Like pligrime kneeling roand sukrine
Called ¥ sanctity slone.’
No* senrthing mines and caves with vows
Thows gems thelr fadeless beauty find,
That puwer arrays on king'y brows
To flatter pride and swe mankind
Not by some dark and cunning soheme
Pursued with wearyiog toll and thought,
Not fancying in the idlest dream
That fortune such a gift had brought,
T'bat hill received its piny crest,
That sunset cloud ite purple robe,
Its dark blue veil tha cossn's breast,
Its silver armor yonder globe.

Ho finny Mentor needa the fish
That, seeking food and pleasure, roves
Where nature grants him every wish,
Iu sunuy strexma or coral groves.
The bird in all its tasks bow akilled,
Taaght by no sage the use of spring,
S agivmy Aogelo to build,
Ne warbling Mendriasohn to sing.
Hat not wn easy task s life
To ki wia sees in DAture' pas,
With blessings half completed rife,
The duty and the power of man ;
‘That be to error's dark abyss,
Or to the rays of wisdom's sun,
May sink in pain or rise in bilas,
That life and universe are one.
Whean learning opena all her sarolls,
Explsining ench obseure devioe,
He sees how many wurthy souls
Have been delnsion's ssorifice;
When sclence sets with stars his aky,
And reasm's Inmp his path illumes,
He rees what gulfs around him lie,
Of bright and cherished hopes the tombs :
¥ et knowa that love will turn to light,
And generons deeds to costly gems,
T'o elothe ns all in robes of white,
And erown our brows with disdems ;
That bards who siog in eestasy
(f happier homes in lands divioe,
T'eil fuiutly what the earth would be
If man conformed to Heaven's deaign.
‘Then may he ealmly seek bis way
Though thorny doubta before him rise,
And truth's obsoure and struggling ray
With feeble aid his feet supplies -
Augels his weary steps shall count,
His thoughta and hopes +hall heaveuly grow,
His beart become & crystal fount
Whenoe steeama of joy sball ever fow,

-~

For the Nations! Ers.

THE MASQUERADE OF 8—— FORT.
A STORY OF P E PR ENcs AND INDIAN WAR.

BY MARY IRVING,

—

In glanciog over the quaint chronicles of the
Indian warg, it is pleasant toturn from gory tales
of savage cruelty, to the few instances where that
croelty was bafled. Pleasantest is such a story,
heard by the fuding coals of a winter fire, from
the lips of some good old grandmamma. 1 have
a friend, who is neither grandmother mor aunt;
yet she tells me many a tale of the olden time,
The incidents of the following story she heard
from the lips of the principal beroine, who died at
an advanced nge, some thirty or forty years ago.

The Massachusetis colony, as it suffered first,
ulso suffered most severely from the depredations
of the savages. In the hill-country of its west-
ern frontier, their frequent surprisals and skir-
mishes left the settlers little quiet or peace of
mind. Every town Lad its “fort,” and for some
years scarcely & season passed, when some alarm
did not drive the inhabitants within its walls.
The “getting into fort,” as it used to be termed
in letters of that day, came to be anticipated and
provided for, almost as naturally as the “ getting
in" of the crops.

Atone time, the nettlers of the now pleasant

village of S——, on account of some menacing
demonstrations, hid left their log-cabined farms,
and intrenched themeelves within their strong-
hold. There seemed no imminent danger; but
it was a time of war, and they knew too well the
risk of carelessness. They bad remained there
for several months, however, without heing seri-
ously molested, when their stoock of provisions
began to fall short. A council gpon the affairs of
the larder was forthwith held. The nearest point
at which flour eould be obtalned was a fort dis-
tant a journey of a day snd  half. To reach it,
they must thread dark forests filled with hostile
Indians. It was decided that the men should go
in » body on the hazardous expedition, leaving
the women and children unprotected for three
danys, but, as they trusted, safe, Aoccordingly they
stole out, with muflied tread, just before the dawn
of day, and marched off in solid phalanx, leaving,
besides the boys and one trusty sentinel, ounly the
old and the disabled of their sex to guard their
choicest treasures. The day of their departure
pussed un idly and as tediously as days in the
crowded fort were wont to pass. The sun at last
#ink lazily down the western slope of the sky,
throwing shadow-mantles upon the forest trees
that ciroled the fort around, at & safe distance.

The women were sauntering languidly within
orabout the barricades; and s group of boys and
girls, the only things that seemed to retain the
spirit of life, were playing st “ bide and seek”
among the unnumbered old chests, barrels, bas-
kets, and bundles, that made up the joint stook of
the community.

la a turreted, stuffed, arm chair, st one end of
the principal room, sat n girlish-looking matron,
whom you would have marked at once us an ex-
otic flower in that bard soil. She was not won-
drously beautiful, but slight, graceful, and fairy-
like in face and figure, woaring that indefinable
tomething that envelopes the true lady every.
where, be she crowned with a sun-bonnet or a
coronet.  As respects externals, she was dressed
in the same coarse robes those around ber wore;
Lut a babe lay sleepiog on her arm, und its ’broi-
dered muslin frock was soarcely whiter than the
hiand that preased it to its mother's bresst. Lily
:mewu she waa, we will call her

Lilian,

On  high bench by the window towered a per-
fect contrast to our lowly lily. The sunflower
would have been filtest emblem of the tall, brown-
featured snd browa-haired womsn, who sat wield-
ing n ginnt needie—it could not be onlled pewing—
against & huge rent in pome soldler's habiliment,
Peggy W. (you could never have convinced her
of & claim to the swan-like name of Margarel)
bad u pair of eyes that flushed, rather than look-
*l. They glanced always sidelong from  brist-

ling array of guardian Inshes, shaded by & brow

dark na & hill-top agalast the twilight sky.
of these glances flashed upon Lilian,ns she
to knot her thresd. ‘The young mother was

R —— . T
dremmily through the port-hole of & windew, on
the thin elouds that scaled its “ spot of sky.”

“ You're kind o' lonesome, hey ¥ ingeired Miss
W., in a condescending tone, as though she were
addressing a child.

Lilisn shook back a stray lock, and smiled a
little anxiously.

“] gould almost conjure up skulking lndiang
out of the shadows smong those guarled oid trees
yonder,” she answered.

“# Never speak of the Evil Ope,snd he won't
appear, child! You're seary—not used to being
left without your husband. Now I—when father
lived up conntry”—

She was going on to “ wind & yarn,” a8 sailors
say, from her own tough experience; but the
" hread was snapped i the ~otmat he tha ald spo-

Ltinl, who just then stepped to the door, calling 'l

. ’
“Mrs. L, here is old Fire-Arrow, for his to-
Ojd Flre-Arrow—his

-ti:y friend to the whites, and cheribhed s pecu-
liarly grateful attachment toward Colonel L., the
busband of Lilian.

Lilian lsid her nursling carefully into its crib,
stepped to & closet above the high mantel shelf,
and taking down o sort of horn pouch, earved off
with her delicate hand a huge quid of the pre-
oions weed.

“ Don’t let him in,” added she, as she gave the
paroel into the soldier's hand, Walking nlong
to the wicker crib, she took her babe's tiuy hand,
and stood watehing its lips, parting to every
breath.

Suddenly Miss W. sprang up from her bench,
dropping her work, with a half-suppressed scream
of surprise or terror.

Before she could open her lips again, the door
wad burst ajr, ahd fhe old sentinel-staggersd in,
with a fear-blanched face. “Oh God! have
apeny npew we " ba pinculated, nnsteadily.

An electric shock of terror shot through the
hosom of every timid listener, and all sprang up,
pale and quivering—all but Peggy W, who, hav.
ing recovered her momentorily lost self-posses-
sion, stepped before him with arms a-kimbo.
“Well! what are you shaking here for /7 she
demanded, flashing ber leopard-like glance on his
bleaching countenance.

“The Indians]”

“1 knmow it ! | spied the dastardly skulkers be-
hind yonder bush clump! Bat what said that
copper-face outside 7

Y We are the victims of a deep-laid plot,” re-
tarned the old soldier. “The savages have
waited for this opportunity. They have tracked

our men, and they are to attack us to-night! God
best knows our doom or our defence. | must not
lhg here!”

obs and shrieks drowned his departing foot-
steps. None heeded another in the first moment
of that confused anguish.
“My God ! my husband " faltered Lilisn, tot-
tering to the oradle of her child. Bhe mank to
the floor with clasped hands, bowing her head
upon them in 2 mother’s agony and hopelessness.
“ Hush! every mother’s child of you!” rang
out Miss W .’s shrill voice; and Lilian looked in-
stinctively up to the only undaunted eye in the
room

“Bilence, and up with you! You've something
else to do than to sob away your senses in hyster-
ics, townight| Murs L, are you going to sit there
and see your buby's brains ed out against

that ey piece? l‘tm&h‘
inank .."..’.’. but if | had w i ?w
see to-morrow’s sun shine, please GodT”

“God ! our only hope is in Him!” gasped poor
Lilian.

“ Our hope I8 in the common sense He has
given us, I tell you! We have not one moment to
lose pow. Friends, follow me 1"

She sprang into the gunrd-room with an elnstic
bound, whose echo seemed to galvanize the whole
throng of fainting opes behind her. This room |
was & emall apartment, stocked with arms, and
tapestried with the regimentals and clothes, new
and old, of the garrison. A Em part of ita fur-
niture had absented itself with ite lawful owners;
still & goodly array of garments and guns, such
a8 they were, remained.

“Throw éu‘n the regimentals!” she oried
suiting the action to the word. All the old
slothes, too—quick " They obeyed her mechan-
ieally and wonderingly. i

Now, put them oun!” she commanded, briefly.

“ Miss Peggy, what do you mean 77

“1 mean Lo save our sealps,” retorted the daunt.
less woman, while-she buttoned the first officer’s
second best coat over her own broad chest.
“iSlow enough of understanding, are ye all”
Do you not comprehend, that if the:e fiends in-
carnate can be cheatad into the belief that a part
of our ison has been left here, they will be
likely to let us alone? Yon are to rig up instant-
ly, and show yourselves in and about the fort.
There ia light enough yel to make ouraelves visi-
ble to watching eyes”

Silently every woman fitted herself to the
strange garments ; it was not an hour for hesita-
tion or for debate. Miss W. who strode about
in the eapaoity of amuteur valet, tossed u suit of a
sailor's “ Bunduy wearing 7 to Lilian.  “ They'll
do you"—she commented, with a mossuring

nee,

‘hTimi.i Lilian's fingers trembled too violently
to fasten the brass huttons of the ses-green juck-
et; and an instinctive blush bloomed in her white
cheek, ns Miss Peggy rudely seized her to assist
“ Follow me!” again e the intrepid leader,
The old seotinel started, as the strange troop
e from the inver room. He had been lesn-
ing on his firelock, in bewildered despuir; and
pow he looked as though a new hewilderment
bad stricken him dumb.

“Throw your drum over your shoulders, nnd
throw open the gates!” comwanded the Colonel
pro. tem,, in o short, sharp tone.

“This is folly, madness!” he ejaculated.

“You are not—you cannot march oot against
the enemy ! ”

name had been thus transluted—was & tpostwor. |

Has any of my Indy readers ever attempled to
bandle s gun really ed? Aond does sbe re.
member the thrill which the first touch of such
deadly wespon poured over her nerves, before
she ventured to actually pull the trigger, and
start back in horror at her ownaudacity 7 Then
ean she realize the trembling of hand sud limb,
and the wavering of heart and nerve, when the
discharge of a dozen guns pealed from the log.

llared battlements of that fort. [t was enough

Yight was fading, and night coming on. Wo.
man’s skill had done what human #kill cou'd do,
and now to wait the issue! They went down,

“ We must keep on this gear,” remarked Miss
W. “If we entertain unwelcome company to
night, it will do mo barm in life, and it may bring
us & world of good. Lie down about—those that
oan ; for my own part 1 watch to-pight”

“I'm sure none of us ’ll think of sleeping!”
moaned one and apother.

U sl “hnah | dan't firet vour nerves . vou may

h v
":“Yu’..nqﬂ cogked” =

“1s there not & barrel of tar in the out-room?

wod M

“Yen'm”

“ Have it rendy to heat in & trice, Androw !

“ Aye, aye, ma'am” He turned to go, but
paused. “| hope it's no offemce to you, ma'am,
but I'd warn you that our dependence is not on
any arm of flesh to-night There's One on high
who ¢in hear nud help 1"

“You are right, Andrew ; we will com-
mit ourselves to Him fist” And all bent the
knee, while she breathed up to Heaven such a
prayer as the hour of darger teaches.

The night wore away. Its hours, intolerably,
agonizingly long as they were, still passed at last
The moon rose soon after midnight, and looked
in like an angel comforer upon the eyes that
glared eagerly from every port hole. Had the
savages awaited her signid torch ? 1t was feared ;
hat no, she continued to pour down unwavering
shadows on the still

The dawn of day lifted the dreadful burden of
suspense—their lives wem safe for long bours yet
to come, and the reactim of feeling left most
hearts weaker than in the first moments of ter-
ror. They thanked God. wept, prayed, cusped
their children, and at ength seattersd them-
stlves here and there, torelux their overstruined
nerves in repose.  Misg Wooend o Yetle vigilane <
band, among whom was ur physieally weak, but
mentally courageous Liiau, kept watch and
guard-mounted the bardcades, and discharged
their weapons occasionaly with great firmness.
Thus passed the day, and another night came on.

In the first watoh of that night, nearly all the
weary eyes had closed inslumber. Peggy W.eat
alone, on the seat where xe first saw her, strain-
ing her eyes to pepetrats the dim veil of star-
light ; forthe moon was pot yet up. She hadnot
closed those eyes for nearly forty hours; still their
fire was not quenched, tgough the brow above
them looked haggard with watching. Her cheek
leaned upon the rough skeve of the coarse coat she
:oﬂ', her arm resting oa the iron bars of the win-

ow.

“ Aunt Peggy |" exdsimed an urchin witha
head as white as thelong gown he wore, stumbling
l!::r from the inner ropm ; * Aunt Peggy, | want
adrin

k of water |"
“Shut rmr head wled the amiahle indi-
vidual addressed. * (fo back to bed !

“1 don't want to! Pm thirsty—my throat
aches”

“ Blesa yourself that you have yet a throat to
ache! In with you!”

The incipient “lord of creation” seemed in no
haste to obeg; for he rubbed his sleepy eyes with
the sleeve of his night-gown, and “ took an obser-
vation by the dim light of the tallow candie.

“T say,” obser he, “ you talk curious and
fon look funny ensugh. | think.” he ndded, de-

iberately, 1 shall eall youwunciz Peggy instead of
Auoty

= go o&'—-,nung one—you |

“Bat, isted the provoking yo er ;
“ when I'“r;r:l'l put on yUUs gewn “J‘gﬂl""
ana ve Aunty 1"

A well-aimed stroke of the arm wag here dod
by the gkilful young gentleman, whom it fright-
ened into a precipitate fit of obedience, if making
the desired use of his heels might thus be con-
strued. His aunt was in no haste to pursne him,
however. Her ear had caught an ominous rust-
linf in the woods.

“Ma’am!” spoke the sentinel under the win-
dow, in a muffied w 5

“| hear 1" ghe returned, in the same tone.

‘ Shall | wake them 1"

“ It may be foes, and it may be friends. If it's
“brl men, they’ll march straight up to us.  Wait
A bit.

And wait they did, breathlessly. The night
was breezelessly still, the fall of a chesnut or the

chirp of asquirrel in the forest might have been
detected by their ears. The rustling grew more
distinet, the trampling of many feet; but a
stealthy trampling followed. Ok for one gleam
of moonlight! Miss W. turned to lay her hand
upon the gun beside her, and stood like a statue.

Dark shadows now loomed up from the shadowy
night ; they increased in number—they seemed
lo:o.;u a line before the very gate—there they

1 must hail them,” murmured the sentinel.

“ Do #0," breathed Miss W.

“Friend or foe1” resolutely rang out his
strong voice.

“0ld boy, is that you!” responded the qnick,
ngitated voice of one who sprang forward, tLl!e "
deep groan, like “ Thank God |” in true Foglish
acoents, ran through the now broken line.

Col. L, for it was no other, darted
sentinel, and stumbled against Miss
dimly-lighted passage.
i “How's this!” He started back at the appari-
on.
“ Where's my brother?” oried our heroipe,
wildly.
% Your brother! where is my wife !”
They awaited no mutual answer, but ench rush-
ed onward to stem the living torrent that was
pouring in from opposite direotions, into that nar-
row passage. The awakened women, utterl
heedless of theirapparel, in the frengy of their nﬂ’
den mafety, were rushing to meet their husbands,
brothers, snd fathers, who could ill recoguine them.
Col. If:konk every clinging hand away, nnd burst
into the inner-room,
Lilian had lain down beside her babe, upon a
straw pallet on the floor, The shrieks of surprise
had just sroused and but half awakened her.
She was lifting herself upon one élbow, with a

\ot the
v in the

“] am taking my garrison out to parade, do you
comprehend, sir? and I am not in a mood to be
trifled with!”

“But Miss Peggy, Miss W, if | understond

ou, why not show yourselves on the battlements ;
L would be safer and better”

“We will mount them after we have shown
ourselves before the gateway. Lieut. L.! bring up
the rear! Heads up! hearts firm, comrades ! for-

that you are women this hour! Now!”

She stepped outside the gate, and flourishing
ber rusty sword above her head, watched with
piercing glance her out-coming troop. A motley
assemb it was indeed, & caricature of s mas-
querade, which, at auy other time nnd pisce
might have provoked a monk of L Trappe toa
roar of merriment. “ Tattered and torn gar-

"a“world to wide” HII{ loosely on the
delicate figures they shrouded. Here s swordless
scabbard heaved over s quick-beating side, there
s trembling hand held up s fintless fire-lock.
Stufled soldiers caps shielded straying locks from
betrayal, and slouched old hats drooped over
faces too pale. Lilian L. stepped last over the
threshold, with a glance behind her, and a second
to the wood-circle around them. Her lips paled
again, she reeled, and lowered her head.

“Fuir Isdy snd faint heart!” muttered the
d ‘leader, in & tone of smothered thun-
der; “ will you betray all our scalps by fainting
now ? In with you!”

Lilian wavered an instant between fear and
shame. The lutter conquered ; and, with head

ly raised and stops tly firm, she fol-

wed.  Yet that desth-like faintness ehbed
to her heart as the shadows by
seemed Lo take fresh life. They marched in ne
IL? had gone out, with beat of drum,
Now to the battlements,” udded the conduct-
or. ‘‘ How myofgnunﬁnnﬂl;nl"

“Oh, dear! not 11

“ Oh, merey | no!” exclaimed one and snother,
""'“":‘i. aa their General commenced loading
. ':UII o looking rifle.

ean!" echirpsd
i vEb 5
squirrel musket !

“And 1 ndded an elderly y “have shot a

wolf in the sheep pen when my busband was ill
and siling ; but that was years ago”

“ You can all do i,” m?h \v,,.mm

her own on the cock, and ordering
 the « arms to be taken down. “Itis a

lnssie of

& peony-cheeked
her side. “1 have shot »

isg upon the hard cushions of her chair,

mdw-rlym;nm‘luu:m
Y .

the tree trunks hi

countensnoe full of bewildered terror. The sea-
blue sailor’s jacket (for the night gave it a deep-
er hue) loosened, fell back from her white arm
and nrok ; and her unbraided locks were fulling in
disorder over it

The officer cast a sweeping glance over the
[ t—he searcely comprebended the whole ;
but she did. With n quick, ineredulous ery, like
one dreaming, she sprang forward, and fell at his
feet.

“ What—what's this!” he oried. *The voloe
is the voice of Lilian, but by a1l that fs— A gluss
of water, somebody | ho there”

The whole throng poured into the apartment ;
the women Isughing and sobbing hysterjeally ;
their sterner husbands not & whit more unmoved
Strong meo st down like children, aud wiped
away big drgps from their brown ohecks.

“ But what is the matter 7 exolaimed Mins W.
“ Pretty fine, this! [If you're making women of
yourselves, I'm thinking we'll keep om the regi-
mentala | What is all this lammery about 1"

U W it lummery to dream that you were all
murdered, butehered in ecold blood, or carried
into a captivity worse 1" exclaimed Col. W, look-
ing up from his oharge. “ The old Indisn Fire-
Arrow met us early on our return, with tidings
of your peril, whioh he had risked his head to
bring me.

“You -!lﬂl h;n known we could bave taken

re of ourselves
= We knew that Heaven :l:;o could tuke care

ou,"” solemsl lied the officer.
e Tecren give sll the glory? added
the rich voige of the minister, who stood beside

“What put this locky disguise into your
"!I
M:dl: was Miss W's thought” murmured Lil-
jan from her hushand's arm, her colorless cheek
kindling into s warm glow, s she glanced from
Col. L. eye to her page-like array. * She has
the whole eredit of the idea”
 We owe you more than our hearts can repay
Misa W 17 exclalmed the officer, seizing
By

ueeze s body's fi 11 wea ulE

~ care of ,ny own ous nelf. w
waa when you there before the gate.
possessed you to sneak along 0 like foxes 7"
“ Whst conld we think, but that the enemy had

i
h.w hand with a vice-like grasp.
“You owe me—nothing at all!

peed thom Lafors :!‘.‘!'!!‘!.‘g. thangh | troct not, |
Amirew Unthe gentingl) are the cuns sll Joaded |

ugaingt reason to dream of your suocesaful resist. I
ance for an hour. [t was & perilous risk
to venture here in the darkness; but we were des. |
perste men last eve!”

“Well, we have kept the premlses clear for
you, you gee I

“ What nerved you to such hereism 7'

“Why, only a little common sense; and more. |
over, | had a pretty stout will tolive a while loog. |
er in this sinfal world ! |

“That is the ‘lever that moves the worli "
smilingly spoke the minister.

“Aye, sir! a right hearty mill always finds its
wny "

est came down like n mantle upon relieved
hearts that night, when the moon sgain climbed |
from the forest tope, up the clear, ghteaingi
heaven. |

It was afterwards asoertained that the Indians |
had mnﬂ assembled from thrée different |
points, to make an sttack upon the fort during the |
OIFFE BIENL, ~OUY VIEY WETe TUmprevesy v oa |
by the masquerading heroines into the belier that |

had been larger than thelr oiloulations. Accord. |
ingly, they deferred, as we have seen, their dead-
l

¥ attempt.

“Auat Pr;'l'ay W B for she never changal »
nsme which had won so much honer, lived to pass
n good old age in our quiet times of “unroman-
tic civilization” Somewhat of the romantic
love of hazard lingered about her, however, for
she persevered in tenanting, to thelast, an old
house whose timbers would searcely hold togeth-
er above ber head, sod which she was forced to
leave in pights of violent wind or stirm, for the
sufety of life and limb.

She went to her rest in the old kirt-yard, with
the burden of more than eighty yearbowing her
once erect form ; and peace to her menory

Forthe Natioual Era.

“DARE TO STAND ALONE.™

BY FPRANCES D. GAGE

e Onm, be bold, ba strong, be true
“ADd dare to atand wlone ;

Strive for the right, whate'er ye o,
Thrmal Lais s thans, ba noup

.

Nay—bend not to the swelllug surge
Of popular sneer and wrong;

"Twill ape Axeod, o vott e
With eurrent wild and strong

Stand for the right. Homanlty
Implores, with groans and tears,

Thine sid o break the festering links
That bind her tolling years.

Stand for the right. Though falsebood mil
Aund proud lips coldly sneer,

A poironed urrane oannot wound
A consclenoe pure and clear.

Stand for the right, and with slean hasis
Exalt the truth on bigh ;

Thou'lt fiud warm, sywmpstilalng bears
Among the passers by,

Men who hava seen, and thought and felt,
Yet gould not boldiy dare

The battle's brant, but by thy side
Will every dunger abare.

Stand for the right; proolalm it loud,
Thon'lt And an suswaring Loue

In borest hearts, and thou no wore
e doowed ta stund alone.

* Chauning.

i

SPEECH OF HON. J. CROWELL,
OF oMo,
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Juxe 3, 1850,
Tn Commurtee of the Whole on the state of the Union,
On the President’s Message relating to California.

Mr. CROWELL #aid :

Mr. Cuaiuman; My desire to with
the public business nwd —— e vees
upon the various propositions before us, forbade
me at an early day to take part in:the discussion
which has consumed 8o much of our time since
the commencement of the present session. And
after | hal changed my orlr!lnl purpose, snd
made up my mind to be heard upon “the great
question of the day,” the difffculty of obtaining
the floor among such a multitude of competitors
has been so disheartening, that | have more than
onee resclved to oense nli further efforts to ad-
dreas the Committee. But not haviog been
wholly unobservant of the fruit which perseve-
rance yields, nnd having been early taught to cul-
tivate the grace of paticnce, I have held out to
the present moment; and now, Mr, Chairman,
thmw your kindoess, | have secured the floor,
and will proceed at once to the immediate suhject
under consideration. And that is, ss [ under-
stand it, the Message of the Presid of the
United States communioating to this House the
Constitution of Californis.

I do not cherish the vain hope that anything |
may say will have the slightest influence upon the
vote of a single member of this House. To give
the reasons of my own vote, and vindicate the
conrae which I deem it just to pursue, will be the
main purpose of my remarks. If the Constitu-
tion of Culifornia shall be found to be in com-
plinnce with the requisitions of the Conatitution
of the United States, the President earnostly
regommends that it may receive the sametion of
Congress. In this re ation, sir, it is
hardly neoessary for me to Sy [ oordially concur.
| am in favor of the immediate sdmission of Cal-
iforvia into the Union, unembarrassed with any
other suhbject of Ie‘riuht with its present am-
le boundaries and its glorious free Constitution.

here in no limit #r qualifioution in the Consti-
tution of the United States to the power ted
to Congress to admit new States into the Unlon,
and when in the Union, the United States guar-
nuty to every State a republican form of Govern-
ment.
Bat an unexpected and, permit me to add, an
unjustifiable opponit as lately made its ap-
noe, and various ni have recently’
mlamu(! and urged in a ocertain q

ngninst the admission of Californis ne one #f the
Seates of this U nion. n\:’hmn ﬁ? ob-
jeotions ma me, and whatever diagn ey
mylnmuxohwur.i&kpldauuy and
truth ohliges me to say, that they are

by a kindred motive, and all spring from s com-
mon origin—a determined, but most unjustifiable
hostility to the provisiens of her Constitution in-
terdioting slavery within her lmita,

The first section of her Bill of Rights declares,
“that w1l men are, by nature, free and independ-
ent, and have o inalienable ﬂml l-ong
which sre those JL evjoying and 4-“‘ ng Ui
and liberty ; aequiring, possemsing, proteot-
ing property, and pursuing and oblaining safety
and happiness;” and us & corollary dmwn from
these great and fundamental truths, the eighteenth
section provides that * neither slavery nor invol-
untary servitude, unless for the ment of
orimes, shall ever be tolerated in this Btate”
These are the provisions in the Constitution of
California which nwaken so much hostility in the
Ameriean Congress, in the year eighioen hun-
dred and fifty, and the sanetion of which, we
are told by some, would be sufficiently offensive
to Tll for snd to justify a disroption of this
Union.

Sir, I am not prepared to believe, withont fur-
ther proof, that madness aud folly bave gained
such dominion, have achieved mo complete s tri-
umph over any considerable on, even of the
Southern people, notwithstanding the late oocur-
renoes in this Hall, s a sentiment so disoredit-
nble would seem to imply. | am inoredulous, and
must wait for further developments before | am
convinoed.

But let us consider the ohjections which the ap-
plieation of California to become one of the States
of this Union bas encountered, and weigh them
eandidly nnd impertislly, And though they nre
numerous, sad urged with an of seal
and earnestness, | think it will be found sn easy
matter to remove them. The first in, that no aot
of Congress was authorising the people of
the Territory to n Btate Constitution. This
in true, and if the aotion of Congress
were neoessary to give this power to the people,
the objection would be fatal. But it is not neces-

. Congress has the power to admit now States,
ﬂlthwkﬂl competent, in the exercise of
this power, to with all preliminsry
forms, nad we flad that it has been done repeated]
duri “:su that bave

dell‘iqﬂ hen we

r fort, w
ite walls yet ! It seemod hoping

| fail of being bighly

| ber. The Territory was left without any legal

| with amazement. Her mountains, lifting their

once ap
Just

that r

sspembling a constitutional convention, and if not
unressonably delayed, would perhaps be desira-
ble; but such authority is not necessary, ns the
practice of the Giovernment has clearly demon.
strated. If it was mow s question. bowever, of
the first impression, and were without precedent
to guide vs, I for one should maintain that thy
preliminary action of Congress would be mo
regular and more conformable to the dignity an«
importance of the subject. Such preliminary ao:
tion would be viewed as an invitation to the peo:
ple of the Territory to come forward and form o
State Government, and take their position as 4
mewmber of the Federal Union, which could nof
f '?pmiuud by those to whom
it would be nddressed. But, sir. [ am not at lib
erty to view it in that light, and interpose thig
objection. It is enough for me that the question
bns been settled by competent authority. | stand

of Jobn C. Fremont, is known to be of that chur-
acter. The general impresssion, therefore, is that
that part of the territory incladed in the State
boundaries is of little or no value. The superfi-
cinl mrea of the State of Californis, nocording to
the boundaries prescribed in her Constitution,
is 155,550 pquare miles, or 99,552 000 $|UATE RCTES,
exclusive of the islands adjicent to her cosst. A
gllnce at the map prepared by order of the United
tates Senate, from the surveys of John Charles
Fremont, and other authorities, upon which the
above calculation is based, will at once satisfy all
that the topographioal characteristics of that coun
try ure peculiar and novel. Two great chains of
mountains, the Sierra Nevada and the coast range,
traverse it in nearly its whole extent from north
to south. The large valleys that lie between those
two ranges, and the small laters] valleys that pieroe
their rugged sidesin every direction, are the valua.

by the decision—I acquiesce in the former usage |
of the Government.
EFus WY SO Wi, l.'h‘dl.‘l'f '-‘“.N‘h\b LR ]

worthy of much respeot, and may be disregnraea ]

way be true in some cuses. [t depends mueh np-
on the churacter of the legislators and the influ-
ences which surround them. If they are wise,
t,and b men, g siog & eharicter

for purity and integrity, like thode in the Con-
gress of 1701, of 1792, snd 1706, that elevates
them above corrupting influences and the suspi-
cion of selfish and impure motives, we bow-with
respectful deference to their decisions, as we do
to those of respectable judicial tribunals. Ob-
Jections, howerver, to following legislative prece-
deots in the present instamce, come with an
exceedingly ill grace from.those who aided in
establishing them, and by whose votes and other
official nots they have frequently been sanctioned
There is another reason, independent of those
slrendy ndvanced, justifying the eoarse of Cali-
fornin—1 refer to the shameful neglect of Con-
gress at ite last session, in fulfilment of selemn
treaty obligations, to provide a Government for

protection, except that of & mere military Gov-
crnment. Her condition was a peculiar one. The
wealth of the country was heyond computation,
and the published necounts of it struck the world

- “yoskies, were filled witk L2 predons
metals, and her rivers literally and without a fig-
ure of :E':eh rolled over golden sands to the
ocean. ~ Ta pepelation, Mok sad laad,
was rapidly inoreasing. and impelled by & neces-
vity that almost forbid waiting 1o look up prece-
dents, the people proceeded nt once, and very
wisely, in my jadgment, to form a State Govern-
ment,  The Constiiution is before us, and it evi-
dences o degree of statesmanship, and is imbued
with a epirit of devotion to republican liberty,
that would be ereditable to the oldest State in this
Uulon. With all the earnestuess with which I
am able to give utterance to the feelings and
wishes of my heart, I for one bid our young sie.
ter on the Pacific coast a hearty and cordial wel-
come to the family cirele.

But another objection is urged, and that is, the
want of sufficient population; and thisis as friv-
olous as the one already considered. It is impos-
sible, of oouree, to state definitely, and with en-
tire acouracy, the number of inhabitants in Cali-
fornin when the constitutional convention ssem-
bled. We do know, however, the number of
votes cuet at the recent election, snd from them
the number of inhabitants may he estimated with
suflicient certainty for all practieal purposes. On
the first of January last, the population, it is be-
lieved, exceeded one hundred thousand, and at
the present time it ia probably more than one
hundred and fifty thousand.

The popular vote on the adoption of the Con-
stitution wan 12,511, and at the election of Gov-
ernor, 14,213—a larger vote than has ever been
given by any of the new Statef at the time of ad-
mission into the Union, with a single exception,
the State of Wisconsin, ns fucts will show,

Louisinna wasadmitted into the Union in 1812,
and the first popular voie given was 4,748 In
disng wns admitted in 1510, and the same year
WAVE ©0,/38 yoles. Misslsetp el wam admities) 1n
1517, and [Uinois in 1518, and four years afuer-
wards the former gave only 5075 votes, and the

blearable portion of the land of California. Assum-
ing, then, thattwo-fourths of the whole superficial
e 20 £8 IS Sermmend e ettt ol
nuviber fourih s a Jdésert waste, and we Lave
Yol sma bavwih s neafol for serionltors) nersos. |
es; that is 388571, square miles, or 21 5858 000
square scres of arable nod productive land. This
tstimate, in the opinion of the undereigned, is ful-
ly borne out by the to ioal surveys of the
country ; bul, Auxious ae e

lief that It is quite apparent, sfter T Bue allowan-
oces, that three fifths of the whole territory embra-
ced in the State or California will never be sus-
ceptible of cultivation or useful to man. This
then, would give, as the remaining two-fifths,
62220 pquare miles, or 30,820,800 square nores,
which would constitute the sum total of valuable
arable and grazing lapd embraced within the
boundary fized by the Constitution of the State
of California, and distributed at intervalsover the
whole surface of the country, from its extreme
northern to its extreme southern limits. The fore-
goiog are believed to be substantially the reasons
which led to the establishment of the present
boundary of California.”

To the full snd candid exposition of the mo-
tives and reasons that governed the oonvention
in settling the question of houndaries contained
in the foregoing extract, | deem it unnecessary to
wid  single word. They ought to be satisfactory
o every unprejudiced mind, awd t - ~exmit
myself to doubt they will be. If this is a valid
ohjeotion, and would justify us in drivieg Califor-
&is from our doore when she respectfully asks for )
admission, and refusing her application to become
& member of the Union, s great outrage was per.
perirated, which has not yet been atoned for, by
the admission of Texas with a territory pearly
three times na ln.rff The friends of Texas will
surely not withhold their votes on this secount.

Another objection to California rests upon the
sssumption of Presidential interference with the
people of the territory, to persuade them to form
o State Government. If this be true, it is not
perceived how it could impalr the oonstitutionsl
rights of the new States, and prevent her admis.
sion into the Union. The alleged intermedidling
of the President with the people of the territory
might be n just cause of complaint against him, if
extended beyond the scope of his nppropriate du-
ties ; but it could work no injury to l.ge ‘;m rights
of California. Let us inquire into the facts, how-
ever, and ascertain whether the charge has any
foundation in truth, or is not the offspring merely
of hatred and ill will to the Exeoutive; for in my
efforts to obviate objections to the admission of
California, it is only the naked truth which I seek,
and intend to present to the Committee. Soom
after the inauguration of the present Chief Magis-
trate, nn nccusstion was put in cironlation sgainst
bim in the Western nnd Northern States, for
mischievous purposes, ug many believed at the time
that he had exerted, and would continue to exert,
the influence which his official position gave him,
to secure the extension of slavery into the nelrlﬂ-
acquired territories, and llpeﬂilfl’ in Californ
And after the failure of the Walker amendment,
which he was charged with persuading members of
Congress tosupport, he had sent, it wusasserted, sn
emigsary from a slave State to secure l.h.t:. ohjeot.
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less repeated, nnd not without suecess, by the ori-

Intter 7,465 Arknnsas and Michigan were ad.
mitted in 1836, nnd at the Presidential eleciion of
that year the former gave 3635 votes, and the
latter 11,360, Underthe fourth census of 1820,
the ratio of tation was 95,000 ; under the
fifth, 47,700 ; nnd under the sixth and present {t {s
70,050, It remains to be scen what it will be
wunder the oue which iu aboul to be tukeen. Sinoe
the present ratio of representation was established,
Florida aod Iowa have been admitted, the former
in 1845, and the Iatter in 1546, At the first elec-
tion sfterwards, Florida gave 5301 votes, and
fowa 13,271 votes ; und at this election, with & less
popular vote than Culifornin has exhibited, lowa
elected two members to this IHouse, ond they
were both ndmitted to seats without opposition,
Wisconsin was also admitted in 1848, with a
popular vote of 22590 at the first election under
her Constitution ; she iy now represented on this
floor by thres members.

But if this ohjection is not available, another is
offered to supply its place The State, we are
told, iw too large, and its limits ought to be dimin-
iahed, The mewiorial of the Senators and Repre-
sentatives elect from California places this matter
in its true light, | give an extraot from that doou.
ment

“ Objeotions have been urged against the bound-
aries of California, ns fixed by her Constitution.
The oconvention which settled upon the existing
boundary was engiged during three days in de-
bte upon that subject, There wern two parties, or
rather two propoxitions - 1. To take in the whole
of Culifornia ns it existed when & department of
Mexico; but with a Proviso that Col and
the State Legislature might limit the boundsof the
State to the sommit of the Bierra Nevads, and
leaving it to Congress to establish Territorisl
CGiovernments over such portions of the country ae
it might wee it. 4. To divide the whole territory
on the 116th degree of west longitude from south.
ern houndiry o’Uregnnlo the northern boundary
of Mexioo, that portion of said territory lyin
wost of said 116th degree of west longitnde, an
between that line and the Pucific oosan, to consti-
tute the State of Culiforvia. ‘The opinion of the
convention wae so nearly divided between these
two propositions, that both were sup by s
majority at different times during the informal
stoges ; and, on the final passsge, the present
boundary was sdojted ss o species of compro-
mise,

“'This queation eslled out the most vehement
and nngry debate which was witnessed duringthe
witting of the convention. The project of fixin

the southern houndary of the State on the paralle

of 307 50" was never entertaloed by that body.
Indeed, when it is recollected thut eleven of the
DNelegates sitting in the Convention ted
s large constituency south of that line, it Is st
reot that it would bave been a most un-
discourteous set to have listened to such
a proposition, unless it came from them. The
le of the southern portion of California most
certainly did not wish, and probubly never would
conseut o, such n separation. In former years
they constituted the great majority of the In-
tion ; they havealways been governed by the sume
luws; and they would be the lust to sanction u di-
vision of Californis, aa they have always known
it. In a political point of view, too, it would seem
dosirahle that these original Mexican citizens
should become, an speedily ua possible, Americans
in sentiment and ; and there certainly
osn be no more effectual mode of inhing
this, than by brioging them into that daily con.
tact whioh an existence under the sume laws and
the same wd:l“,rrolltlul, snd commeroial reguls-
tious must inevitably produce. In the extreme
North, also, the sdventurous miners had crossed
thecoast range, and penetrated to the hend watersof
the Trinity river, which finds its way through an
unex and dangerous Indian country to the
Pacific ocean. Aa the abundance of gold found
there rendered it probable that alarge community
would soon become permanently established In
the convention felt that it could wot
refuse them the benefits and rvuol.lo. of a Gov-
nlmnlz by circumseribing the limita of the State
in that lon. The eastern boundary of the
State, 80 fur as urloud and known, rucs through
s desert. A small portion of the eastern slopes of
the Sierrs Nevada is said to be adapted to agri-
cultural and ﬂdq purposes ; and aa that coun-
try, when settled, must neccessarily find an out.
lot noross the mountains into the valleys of the
Bacramento and Ban Joaquin rivers, and us it
oould never have any natural con with the

I to the eastward of it, by reason of the
m it was thought advisable snd proper
to include that strip of territory

e duger]

the State. That portion of the Biate
southward and enstward of the Bierrs
the ooant and between those mountains snd
believed to be an arid
that

lh-ul:r-'

Han Diego,

m . ty of the whole number

mitted, snd extending over the whols of the
existance of the Usion—Vermont in 17601 Ken-
tusky in 1792; Tennewsce in 1790, In
4890; Arksnas in 1896, Michigan In 1807;
Florids in l:t:,ldlgn‘:: 1546, .l‘l. be
eon troe, people
qum the suthority of Cosgress In

ginal inventors, and all nthers who could he enliat-
ed in the enterprise, and industriously eirculated
through all the channels of communication open to
the public ear, during the senson aud up to the close
of the fall elections. This was done, no doubt,
upon the ;u-lnclrlo which it is maid governs a cer-
tain olass of politicans when in straltened circum-
stances—that a falsehood, however ridiculous and
ubeurd, perseveriogly adbered to, and constantly
reiterated, is as good as the truth. The publie
mind, then in n state of feverish exciterent, was
easily inflimed in the non-slaveholding States on
this subject. It was known that the Mexlean
war had been provoked and prosecuted for the
purpose of adding new realms to the domaing of
slavery; and it was ensy to make the people be-
lieve that everything would bedone to consummate
the original iniguitous design,

But when California had adopted a free Con-
stitution, by which the hopes of the slavery ex-
tensionists were blusted, and was nbout to appl
for ndmission as & member of the Federal Union,
the President was ncoused by ndversariesin another
quarter, who were vexed with disappolntment,
and not willing to be outdone in the business of
slunder and detraction, of prostituting the powers
of his high office forthe inexcusable and nefurfous
p:rm of excluding slavery from the new State.
And to this end, it was said, he had sent hisagent,
olothed with an officlal charseter, and armed with
secret Instructions, to overawe and intimidate
the people on the Pacific const, and worry them
into complinnce with his wishes. This grave and
imposing oh, directly conflicting with the
former one, und branding it in fact with faleeh
was manufactured for Southern oirculation, an
put forth with an air of confidence and nssurance
that could have been inspired only by the suc.
cess which attended its predecessor rn lzn North-
ern States,

And to give color and character to this device,

it has been repeated in debate on this floor, and
resolutions, st an eurly day, were offered in both
branches of Congress, of & most commanding and
formiduble length, calling on the President for the
proof to work Ell conviction. With characteristic
and praiseworthy promptness, the oall was obeyed,
Aund, ns u response to the resolutions, we have ap
imposing volume of one thousand pages laid on
our desks, From this immense muss of printed
matter, not the least particle of proof can be gath-
ered or gloaned to convict the President of any
interference whatever in regard to the domestio
institutions of California.
But this is not all. The President himself de-
nies, in the most emphatic manner, thealleged in-
terference ; and in the absence of any proof, this
eertainly ought to he satisfactory to all candid nnd
un i)‘m!l minds. The Government ngeut,
[Mr, King,| who was nocused of being the fustru-
ment of the E ive in ing hio do
sigue in Califoruia, has denied (t; and the mem-
bers of Congress elect from that State, in their
memorial to this House, huve also denied it; and
rewspapers recontly received from San Francisco
Iy deny it ; and surely the enemies of
California will not be so unoandid and unjuet asto
insist upon an ob that we have shown has
no foundation whatever in fuct.

Mr. Chairman, | have thus given an inventory,
and briefly noticed the principal objections brongl
forward ugalnst the ndmission of Californis, and
I have endeavored to remove them—with what
wucoess let others dotermine—by such malclcryd
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tions na my own reflections have nl‘fuud,

my hl’arm’uln.n supplied. And here,

to my own inclination, and consultel my own
wishes, I should dismisa the subject snd resume
my sest. Rut the ocousion has been weized upon
by Bouthern geutlemen to go into s genernl din-
cumeion of American slavery, and it conneotion
with the Federnl Government, Claims have been
ndvanced for the insitution by ita advooates that
are not only new and wiartling, hut wholly inad-
missible and highly d From these
clnims | tuke this, the only cocasion which I have
bad, to express my dissent and abhorrence, and
against these nuducious novelties | here euter my
protest. And, sir, | should fuil to discharge the
whole duty which the sest | occupy in this
Hall imposes upon me, if | wero to n silent,
aud thereby give them an implied ncquiescence.
I shall not do it. Sir, If slavery bas improperly
been mnde the theme of discussion upon the ques-
tion pending in this Committes, the friends of the
admission of Californis are not responsibie for it.
They bave sought to avoid it, ss wholly discon-
pected with the sabjeot, nud were -uu..m
their votes silently, without delay and t
debate. But it has been forced upon us, and now
understood, we are read

y of the explorations

oy rrﬂ-l Meojwsty Lae
siatement, they do not hesitate to sssert their be- Fhis relentless w

beggars and defies invective, that <taveRy—t-
MAN BONDAGE, is & blessing, and pot a curse ; and
that it isthe duty of this Govornment to protect,
sustain, and extend it. The Constitution of the
| United States, we are told, requiresit, and we are
| summoned to the faithful performance of our
| duty.
Sir, | deny it, and willnot obey ary such sum
| mons, nor acknowledge any such obligntions of
duty. They do not exist, and if they were im
posed by any human laws, | wonld disregard them
| and trample them under fool. I we wers shiv
ering under the beartless and remorseless despot.
ism of the Emperor Nicholas, instead of standing
in this Hall and giving utterance to onr thoughts
in the manly tones of freemen, and basking in the
sunshine of free institutions smd republican lib-
erty, we could not be treated with more earnest
and eloquent arguments in favor of the assamed
right of one part of mankind to trample upon
:pprru. and ensluve the other, than this debate
D L e |

at the temper end char=xt:
snd 1be vrippinles erow
House.

In fact, siv, | am not alle to discern any very
sensible difference between the principles, or per-
baps, | should say, the platform, on which his kg
arfure agninst human rights, by
the side of his remorscless and blood-thirsty go-
complice of Austria, and that oeeupled by the ad-
voostes of human bondage, slavery. and oppres-
sion, on this side of the Atlantic. The rights of
man are held by the same title under Europesn
skies that they are here, and the power. whether
wiclded by one or by wany, whether claimed by
an imperial despot or a legislative assembly, that
robs man of his inalienable rights, and makes him
or continues him o slave, is no more inexcusable nnd
despotic there thon it is here. All men are oreated
equal’ The same love of liberty that fires our
hearts and nerves our arms against the oppressor,
glows in the bosoms and animates the hearts of
our erushed and down-trodden European breth-
ren. And the Almighty has engraven upon the
tablets of the enslaved African’s heart, whether
groaning in hopelesa hondnge in our own or in
other countries, the same love of freedom that
inspires us and the struggling sons of liberty
everywhere,

It is not too much, therefore, to may, that tears
shed for optrund Hungary, and Greece, and
Italy, and other distant countries, by re inang
intheory and patriots by profession, are in .
wre in fuct nothing bat “ iron tears down Plute’s
cheek” if no sympathy is felt and expressed by
them for the enelaved in our country, to whom
liberty is ne denr an it is to them, A reference to
historicn! fucts will show the error into which
honorable members have fallen, who have ven-
tured to maintain that we are under an implied
obligition to permit the existence of slavery in
the Territories, and to extend protection to that
species of property wherever the General Gov-
ernment has jurisdiction. Nothing can be further
from the truth than this sesumption. When the
Constitution of the United States was adopt-
ed, the only territory bhelonging to the 1ni-
ted States was the Northwestern Territory, and
that was protected and seoured agninst the intro-
duction of slavery hy the celebrated Ordinanoe of
Frecdom of 1757, "This Ordinnnce was passed by
the Congress of the Confederation, and when, two
years afterwards, the Constitntion was adopted,
its binding foree was recognised in that instrument.,
The sixth section provides * there shinll be nelther
slavery nor involuntary servitude in the said Ter.
ritory, otherwise than in punishment of crimes
whereof the party shall have been duly conviot
¢l Thus was every inch of territory over which
theongress of the Confederntion had jurisdic-
tion’or power to legisiate, earefully guarded from
the encroachments of slavery by a provision
which it was solemnly declared should forever re-
main unalterable, exoept by common cousent.

And further to illustrate the sleepless jealonsy
of the institution of slavery, cherished by the
eminamt stutesmen of that day, and us conclusive
proof of their fixed and unchangeable determina-
tion to chain it down and confine it to its existing
limita, allow wie to remind thin Commirtes, that thy
first Congress under the Constitution passed n
law in August, 1780, which was spproved hy
President Washingion, to continue and secure the
provisions of this Ordinance in full operation and
«ffect in the Territorien. The declured purpose
of passing the not of Congress was avowed to be
“in order thatthe Ordinanoe of the United States
in Congress assembled, for the government of the
territory northwest of the river Ohio, may con.
tnueto have full effect, it is requisite that certain
provisions should he made, so us to adapt the same
to the Constitution of the United States” and the
necessary provisions were incorpornted in the
bill. and it beeame & law. All the Torritories
wera thus secared to freedom and consecrated to
liberty, and slavery wasconfined within the limits
and lefk to the municipal regulations of the States
where it then existed. There it was permitted
to linger, and left to perish undor the opera-
tion of causes which have already driven it from
several of the original States, and which, in the
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Y | judgment of many good men, were sufliciently

potential to work out its complete nnd speedy ox-
termination. Asa mark of subjection ton for-
eign Government, and s n badge of coloninl vas-
salage that remained after the close of the strog-
gle for independence, it was lonthsome and offen-
sive to those who laid the foundations of our re-
publican institutions upon the firm basis of Lin-
ety and Eqraviry,  And for this reason it was
not permitted to extend Into the Territories or
the new States that were to be formed out of
them. It was forever prohibited by an unaltera.
ble decree of the supreme | tive power in the
State, and the importation of slaves was to cease
after the year 1805, Nothing was omitted that
could be done to restrain and confine it within its
original houndaries, and to secure free soil from
ite blighting and polluting footsteps. And if It
be not profane, it may be truthfully said, that the
way of the tree of life was not more oarefully
guarded by the Almighty, after the disobedience
sud expulsion of Adam from the garden of Eden,
hy cherubimes and a flaming sword, than was the
freedom of the Territories hy the wise, discreet

and patriotio legislation of thuse who nohieved
our independence und established our freo insti-
tutions,

The Constitution of the United States confer-
red no express power to enlarge the boundaries of
the country by the necquisition or annexation of
nelghboring nations. This dangerous power, the
exercise u’ whioh has so often pro fatal to
other countries, wan wisely withheld, Schemes
of territorial aggrandizement were not entertain-
ed orover thought of by the great and good men
who formed the Constitution. ‘They mude smple
rovision for the government of the States and
erritories then under the juriadiction and with-
in the acknowledged limits of the United States.
mmd this they did not go. The Constitution
which they ‘wan ordoined and established
(to use their own lungusge) in order to form
more union, establish jastioe, insures do-
mestie tranquillity, provide for the common de-
fenoe, ote the genernl welfare, nud to secure
the hlensings of liberty—not the esntinunnce or
extension of slavery—to ourselves nnd our pos-

terity.

.TZm are its avowed objects, ml.,]iou the
ends which it was designed to sccure. And they
nre expressed in lsnguage so plain, in terms so
onnily comprehended, that ¥ the wayfaring man,”
thongh not half as wise and learned as some hon-
orable members on this floor, need not misunder-
stand it.  Bull it is maintained by some of the
disciples of the Southern sehoal of politicians, with
aneul and earnestness that might easily be mista-
ken for sincerity hy those not conversant with
oeedings in this Hall, thst this language is without
practical nmln’,; and that “ 1o wecure the bles-
singn of liberty,” if not wholly innocent in that
respect, ln a aimple announcement that this ls s
pro-sluvery Government, and that slavery is
stumped upon its heart, and In an ohject of igs pa-
ternal regard, ny it is oneof itw principal supports,
The error and absurdity of this argnment sre
easily exposed, nnd n reference to the preamble
already qnnul will eonvince sny one, not wholly
beyond the of reason, that it i entirely
without any foundation to rest upon. Even

, 88 has often been remarked, is
not to be found in the Constitution. The fra-
mers of that instrament, fresh from the battle-
fields of the Revolution, on which they had bro-
ken the arm, and won glory for them-
selves and liberty for their oeuntry, carefully ex-
cluded the odlous nnd hateful word ; and this ex-
clusion was not the résult of aecident, but of care-
fully-considered and deliberate design
., ,llah.:hlﬂlkli notion c:t ll“l is a -

ernment, as some have

h::'l’hmh a olnss of earnest and ung: bat,
s [ think, misguided men in the free States, who,
like some le membern on this floor, main-
tain that it is, and denounoe it s & covenant with
death, and » lesgue with hell. And s a conse-
quence of this error—and it certalnly is & most
[sxx vourtm Fagx]
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